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AND BATHROOM

Designyour home f,.

aroundyour stuff T ,O i . .i:,ti,t,.. . ,:. ;

Extending and converting is th^e.perfect opportunrty to i. 
. *ffi

solve your storage crisis, as the Clancy family found out... "{' j
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O Kttehenfliving area
'l wanted the open-plan part of
the house to be a multitasking

family space,' says Garoline. The
kitchen cupboards extend the

length.of the living .area, sq.:the : :

clutter created by a family of five
can be put away easily and neatly

Kitchen, €13.000, Newcastle
n^^r^^ c^- ^t-,,-- a^- ^.^-r-

l{:.: -11i Xi?"{: i:i 1"(

€326,000

L.

THE PROPERTY
A modern, five-bedroom semi,
bought in 1993, in Lucan, Couniy
Dublin, Republic of lreland.

WHATITCOST
Bui ding work..........................839,000

Loft conversion.......................!29,000

K1tchen........................................t13,000

Bathrooms...... .t2000
Decorating...... .t2000
Furniture.......... .............. t]0,000
Garden............. .t2000
'r*T'&:..,.. "..... ".. ".""."".".#1.:=.**+

WHO LIVES HERE
Caroline Clancy, a sales manager,
her husband, Seiin, who works in

aviation, and their children, Lauren,
nine, Ryan, slx, and Liiymai, three.

THE LOOK
Cool and classic with a serene
cream and white colour scheme.

LESSONS LEARNED
,r,i, It's really hard work living
on a building site, but it does

have the advantage thatyou
can check the progress of the
build each day. Thatway,
changes canbe made on site
immediately- We w ere able
to change the position of
soc/<efs and light switches, move
a door a little to one side to
make it work better, and even
changed the size of a room
before the job was finished
and the builders had gone.

€ TOP FLOOR
A spare bedroom
with en suite and
plenty of fitted
storage is in the loft

FIRST FLOOR 9
Ryan's bedroom and Lauren's
bedroom with en suite are at

the front of the house. The
bathroom is in the middle and

Lilymai's bedroom and the main
bedroom with en suite and

dressing area are at the back G-

€ GROUND FLOOR
The main living
room is at the front
of the house. At the
back, there's a large
open-plan kitchen/
living space and
separate utility room

1

Take the ffi ffi *ffi ffi *#ru# -ff#ry're=

#1::i:+t"iT qii!".

€81,500
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hen you've lived in a house
for almost 20 years, it's
inevitable that you will have
made some changes to it -
new colour schemes, a

revamped bathroom and
perhaps a new kitchen, but Caroline and Se6n Clancy
have done so much more, turning what was an ordinary
four-bedroom, semi-detached house in Dublin into
something rarher extraordinary

Bought off plan in 1993, way before the coupie,s
children came along the house has evolved slowIy
and Caroline is the frrst to admit it wasn't always easy.
'Back in 2000, we decided to add a two-storey
extension to get a bigger main bedroom and kitchen,'
she says,'but things didn't go according to plan.'

The couple's dream of a Iarge, open-pIan kitchen-
cum{iving space was somehow transformed into an
extension with odd corridor-like rooms. So what went
wrong?'I think it was down to a number of factors,'
says Caroline.'Our lack of knowledge, a relatively

inexperienced architect and the diffrculty in frnding
a suitable builder interested in a domestic
extension in the middle of a building boom.'

Fast forward to 2010 and the Clancys had had three
children and felt the house wasn't working for them.
'We did consider selling and moving,'says Caroline,
'but this house is perfect for getting to work and the
children can walk to school, so we decided to stay put
and make changes, but this time we would be careful
about our selection of architect to help us make the
most of the space.'

Caroline and SeSn came up with a short list of three
architects.'The first one didn't listen to a word we said
and just talked about his ideas, but the other two were
good,'says Caroline.'We went with Catherine Crowe
from Optimise Design, whose work I had seen in a
magazine, because she was obviously so capable. I also
thought that a woman with children would appreciate
what we needed as a family.'

The Clancys worked closely with Catherine on
the house's plans from the start. 'She just got what e.$.

'.11

O.Kfr*fu*ra-dznryy"
Large expanses of glass,
including skylights,
ensure that the new
extension is flooded with
light.'During summer, we
enjoy having the Iarge
glazed doors open to the
garden,' says Caroline.
'lt's simply wonderful'
Henley oval extending table,
!'1,395; Long ls and chairs,
t195 each; all Neptune.
lsland unit painted in Light
Gray Estate Eggshell, !48.50
for 2.5ltr, Farrow & Ba l.

For a simi ar lamp, try the
Tea Party, !.90, Debenhams
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*r*cfe *rder
Fit a h<:me of&ce inio an
anused ccreer. Fcr *.
si:il:Jii:e desk, instail a
sheif at the right height
t* Eit *t a::d then i:*ng
shelves *bove ier st*rage

i ..'

'Although the children are small now,
looking ahead there will be five adults

in the house, so we knew the den
would be a good idea'

@ #{ff**
The space Iinking the
kitchen and hall has
been transformed into an
office area.'We previously
had nowhere to put our
paperwork, operation
manuals and all those
things that accumulate
and end up shoved into
drawers,' says Caroline
Offlce painted in Light Gray
Estate Eggshell, 848.50
for 2.5ltr, Farrow & Ball

@#*,-r
One of the family's
favourite spaces is the
chill-out area of the new
extension.'The pull-out
storage drawers are for
our three-year-old's toys
and DVDs,' says Caroline
lndivi 2 corner sofa,
f r om l1,l-7 9, BoConcept.
Feature wall painted
in Thunderstorm matt
emulsion, t3750 for 2.5ltr
Colortrend. For a similar
floor lamp, try the Francesca,
!180, John Lewis
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'The whole house.iust feels
more sp acious, light- filled

and furrctional now'

€133
:.a' - .a"'

Ventilated at the
rear to deal with
smelly trainers

Merion shoe storage
cabinet. Stor-.

-:;;;=;;*-

':,..; i:.! :' t..i. .::. i :.,,.
You can sit on it when
you're putting on or

taking offyour shoes
Shoe bench.
John Lewis

8495

Wall-mounted,
this one could be

a Damlen Hirst
Shoe box cube,

Heal's

ffi

we wanted immediately,,says Caroline. The Clancys
decided to add a one-storey extension to the previtus
addition to create one big living space that would
have a separate utility room at the back and then an
open-plan area that would incorporate a den complete
with corner sofa and fireplace, a mini home office
and a big kitchen-diner that opens out to the garden.
Aithough the children are small now, lookinq"ahend
there will be five adults in the house,,says Ca"roline,
'so we knew the den would be a .cJood idea, as we will
need more than one living area in the future.,Then
there was the small matter of converting the loft into
a frfth bedroom with an en-suite bathroom.

Int-^grated into the plans was ample storage for
everything. The architect desi.cJned floor_level tov
storage in the den, so the couple,. thr"e-vea.-olj
daugh.er coulo oull out rho or.awors to get whar sJ^c
wanted and also tidy things away herself. But the
pibce de r6sistance is the home office area in the
dead space between the kitchen and hall. which

,. r. _r.-_-+il
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, l:or-to-ceiiing cupboards for paperwork,
.:: games, books and other odds and ends.
-:: project took three months to complete. ,The
. -tself was difficult,, says Caroline. Although

: ::llders were excellent and so patient withihe
.-::en, it's the nature of the thing- living in a house
:r.:uilding work going on isn,t easyl I tliink you just

: r :o see there's an end in sight to keep yor,i r..ri,y.,
-;:rily, all the hard work and ,rph"urrrith" familv
::. :hrough has paid ofl ,The 

new living area is
:::. says Caroline. 'It,s lovely that we can alI get on
,- '.'arious tasks in the same space without getting
. =:r other's way. In fact, the whole hou"" ir_,-'st feui"

- ;pacious, light-frlled and funcrional than it did
,::, It's so much more family friendly and _ best

:-- - every,thing has a home.,ffi

;.1 jrt :_l1rg;i: -T. Fl""1k !'.,f ',r.J:1 h, * j:"lrii: 'F H t d {i ; :_},[ 1i,, 

=,-: - ,there to buy items shown, turrLta aur shapprng ,J.necta,ory i

O !i..;, t;1x'y' ;;',1-:i1,.:ii r:r: nl
This simple scheme can
be adapted as Ryan gets
older. His bedside table
doubles up as a great
storage unit for all his
books and games
Hemnes bed frame, €139;
Barnslig Rand duvet cover
and pillowcase set, !15.99;
all lkea. For a similar
storage unit, try the Juicy
Fruits Quadrant roll-out
cupboard, f112, Aspace

).:

.i--r'+'ilt.' i.r,i-:r::j*{,.,,--r
Keep flooi siace free with
storage that can hang on

a wall or the back of a door
Olivia floral hanging storage,

!22, Feather & Black

I i...., ",.,, r'..-.-, -' .,.;
:._,,| t .r ;.-.i. ! : :,:i.:it I i,: i,i..!. !,:

Thii unit comei witir
eight coloured bins to help
categorise toys and games
Ultimate toy sorter system,
f90, JoJo Maman B6b6

illi i;; {j.J i:ri jl.li.;;:,il
The bealty of bajs is that
you can easily move them
around from room to room

Storage bags, !20 each,
Cox & Cox
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Create a cool open-plan living space with modern pieces
FOR WI{ERE TO BTIY ITEMS SHOWN, TURN TO OUR SHOPPING DIRECTORY

Get Caroline's lock
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Bis bulb
Define a zone by

hanging three
ofthese in a row

MegaBulb pendant,
Holloways of Ludlow

Clearly great
Just a shade, but
just as beautiful

Madison glass l
pendant shade, r'

John lewis

Dawntime
The perfect place to stretch out
and relax at the end ofthe day

lndivi 2 corner sofa in
Grey Sazza fabric, BoConcept

Highehair
Also comes in
red, black and
cream versions
Retro Circles
bar stool. Dwell

Purple tzaze

Flexittme
A modular sofa that can

be arranged to suit your space
Karlstad three-seater sofa and two

chaise longues in Ten6 Light Grey, lkea
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tke bur
This is what we

call a bargain
Eclipse bar stool,

Asda Direct$mart stripe
Made from lOO7o linen

Linen stripe cushion
cover. Oka

fa-ordiruating eushion
Amazing price and there are

matching curtains available, too
Mocha lvlilan cushion, Dunelm Mill
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tucked away in a drawer either
Cook's Collection cast-iron shallow

casserole (diameter 30.5cm), Sainsbury's

SEE 
INSIDE 

MORE READER HOMES AT housef ohome.co.uk/idealhomemagazine ssprrr4srR zorz I eg

Bring glamour to your worktop
by putting this out on show
Cast-iron shallow casserole in
Cassis (diameter 3Ocm), Le Creuset

ry Colaur pop
You won't want to keep this dish

Jsrr MoRE\
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AMAZING ROOM
TRANSFORMATIONS

New-]ook Kitchens
& Bathrooms

WE LOVE THEM
- SO V'/ILL YOUI

10
Leaf-print

Wallpapers
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WEEKEND TREATS

Classic Easy
Pie Recipes

*
E*

EXPERT ADVICE

Top 10
Stand Mi::eis
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